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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action Is in response to the Preliminary Amendment filed February 1 , 2006. 

2. Claims 1 and 4-10 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1-10 have been examined and are pending with this action. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 10 of the 
Preliminary Amendment, specifically line 14, "which results In a second system being..." 
should be amended to state "which results in a second system message...". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 6-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claims 6-10 recites the limitation "said interface" In the preamble of each claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 10 recites the limitation "said second system message" in page 8, line 15 
of the Preliminary Amendment. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. The correction to the objection above should resolve this rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 , 2, 6-8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Harple, Jr. et al. (US 5,724,508 A). 

As.per claim 1, Harple, Jr. teaches a network based messaging, system 
comprising: 

means for importing entire data from a sending computer's clipboard in said 
messaging system (see col.8, line67-col.9, line 2: "get function"); and 

means for exporting said entire data from said sending computer to a receiving 
computer's clipboard (see col. 5, lines 29-33: displayed in the text tool window on the 
display of each recipient. . . via a copy and paste operation"); 

wherein said sending computer and said receiving computer are 
communicatively connected via a network (see Fig.2 and col. 10, lines 13-14: "are on 
network 150"); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/613,435 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2155 

wherein said entire data comprises document data (see col.l, line 59: "shared 
document") and data for maintaining a formats of said document data (see coL9, lines 
2-3: "check format function"). 

As per claim 2, which depends on claim 1, Harple, Jr. further teaches wherein 
said means for importing comprises: means for displaying in a message entry box a first 
system message indicating that said entire data has been imported into said messaging 
system (see col.5, lines 29-31 & lines 55-57: The first message is the actual message or 
clipboard itself being displayed in the message entry box), said first system message 
being displayed in said entry box immediately after a standard paste command is 
applied (implicit: see col.29-33: "integrate.... via a copy and paste operation through the 
clipboard"). 

As per claim 5, which depends on claim 1, Harple, Jr. further teaches wherein 
said means for exporting comprises: means for displaying in a communication screen a 
second system message (see col.5, lines 55-63: "allows users to post messages... user 
can elect... integrates the clipboard function"), said second system message being 
displayed immediately after a transfer command is given by a sending user (see col.5, 
lines 29-33); wherein when a receiving user selects a receiving user selectable 
command included in said system message, said entire data is exported to said 
receiving computer's clipboard (see col. 9, line 67-coL10, line 2: "get function"). 

As per claim 6, Harple, Jr. teaches a method for populating a remote computer's 
clipboard via a network based messaging system, said messaging system comprising a 
graphic user interface (see col.2, lines 42-43: "user interface module" and col.5, lines 
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12-13: "GUI") and a number of computers which are communicatively connected via 
said network (see Fig.2 and col.10. lines 13-14: "three workstations"), said interface 
comprising a message entry box where a user enters messages (see col.5, lines 52-63: 
"chat tool"), a sending user selectable command (see abstract: "library of collaboration 
commands"), and a communication screen-where messages sent by each user are 
displayed (see col.5, lines 19-33: "Text tool 34b provides a real time method for sending 
messages to members in a conference session"), said method comprising the steps of: 

a sending user applying a standard paste command to transfer entire data of a 
sending computer's clipboard to said messaging system (see ciol.5, lines 29-33: 
displayed in the text tool window on the display of each recipient... via a copy and paste 
operation" and col.5, lines 59-63); 

selecting said sending user selectable command which results in a system 
message being displayed In said communication screen (see col.5, lines 55-63: "allows 
users to post messages... user can elect... integrates the clipboard function"), said 
system message comprising a receiving user selectable command (see col. 8, lines 59- 
60: "open function"); and 

a receiving user selecting said receiving user selectable command, which results 
in said remote computer's clipboard being populated with said entire data (see col.9, 
line 67-col.lO, line 2: "get function"). 

As per claim 7, Harple, Jr. teaches a method for populating a remote computer's 
clipboard via a network based messaging system, said messaging system comprising a 
graphic user interface (see col.2, lines 42-43: "user interface module" and col.5, lines 
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12-13: "GUI") and a plurality of computers which are communicatively connected via 
network (see Fig.2 and col. 10, lines 13-14: "three workstations"), said interface 
comprising a message entry box where a user enters messages (see col. 5, lines 52-63: 
"chat tool"), a sending user selectable command (see abstract: "library of collaboration 
commands"), and a communication screen where messages sent by each user are 
displayed (see col.5, lines 19-33: "Text tool 34b provides a real time method for sending 
messages to members in a conference session"), said method comprising the steps of: 

a sending user copying a selected fragment of a document, which results in a 
sending computer's clipboard being populated (see col.5, lines 31-33: "via a copy and 
paste operation"); 

clicking said entry box (implicit: see col.5, lines 8-1 1 : "clicking a mouse on the 

icon"); 

applying a standard paste command, which results in a transfer of entire data in 
said sending computer's clipboard into said messaging system (see col.5, lines 29-33: 
displayed in the text tool window on the display of each recipient... via a copy and paste 
operation" and col.5, lines 59-63); 

selecting said sending user selectable command, which results in said entire 
data being transferred to said remote computer (see col.5, lines 55-63: "allows users to 
post messages... user can elect... integrates the clipboard function") and, at the same 
time, an automatically generated system message being displayed in said 
communication screen (see claim 2 rejection above), said system message comprising 
a receiving user selectable command (see col.8, lines 59-60: "open function"); and 
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a receiving user selecting said receiving user selectable command, which results 
in said remote computer's clipboard be populated with said entire data (see col.9, line 
67-COL10, line 2: "get function"). 

As per claim 8, teaches a method for populating a remote computer's clipboard 
via a network based messaging system, said messaging system comprising a graphic 
user interface (see col.2, lines 42-43: "user interface module" and col. 5, lines 12-13: 
"GUI") and a plurality of computers which are communicatively connected via the 
network (see Fig.2 and col.10, lines 13-14: "three workstations"), said interface 
comprising a message entry box where a user enters messages (see col. 5, lines 52-63: 
"chat tool"), a sending user selectable command (see abstract: "library of collaboration 
commands"), and a communication screen where messages sent by each user are 
displayed (see col.5, lines 19-33: "Text tool 34b provides a real time method for sending 
messages to members in a conference session"), said method comprising the steps of: 

a sending user copying a selected fragment of document, which results in a 
sending computer's clipboard being populated (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and 
paste operation"); 

clicking said entry box (implicit: see col.5, lines 8-11: "clicking a mouse on the 

icon"); 

applying a standard paste command (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and paste 
operation"), which results in a first system message being displayed in said entry box, 
said first system message indicating that entire data in said sending computer's 
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clipboard has been transferred into said messaging system (see claim 2 rejection 
above); 

selecting said sending user selectable command, which results in said entire 
data being transferred from said sending computer to said remote computer (see col. 5, 
lines 55-63: "allows users to post messages... user can elect... integrates the clipboard 
function") and, at the same time, a second system message being displayed in said 
communication screen (see claim 2 rejection above), said second system message 
comprising a receiving user selectable command (see col.8, lines 59-60: "open 
function"); and 

a receiving user selecting said receiving user selectable command, which results 
in said remote computer's clipboard be populated with said entire data {see col.9, line 
67-col.lO, line 2: "get function"). 

As per claim 10, teaches a method for populating a remote computer's clipboard 
via a network based messaging system, said messaging system comprising a graphic 
user interface (see coL2. lines 42-43: "user interface module" and col.5, lines 12-13: 
"GUI") and a number of computers which are communicatively connected via the 
network (see Fig. 2 and col. 10, lines 13-14: "three workstations"), said interface 
comprising a message entry box where a user enters messages (see col.5, lines 52-63: 
"chat tool"), a sending user selectable command (see abstract: "library of collaboration 
commands"), and a communication screen where messages sent by each user are 
displayed (see coL5, lines 19-33: "Text tool 34b provides a real time method for sending 
messages to members in a conference session"), said method comprising the steps of: 
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a sending user copying a selected fragment of document, which results in a 
sending computer's clipboard being populated (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and 
paste operation"); 

clicking said entry box (implicit: see col.5, lines 8-1 1 : "clicking a mouse on the 

Icon"); 

applying a standard paste command (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and paste 
operation"), which results in a first system message being displayed in said entry box 
(see col.5, lines 29-31 & lines 55-57: The first message is the actual message or 
clipboard itself being displayed in the message entry box); 

selecting said sending user selectable command which results in a second 
system being displayed in said communication screen (see col.5, lines 55-63: "allows 
users to post messages... user can elect... integrates the clipboard function"), said 
second system message comprising a receiving user selectable command (see col. 8, 
lines 59-60: "open function"); and 

a receiving user selecting said receiving user selectable command, which results 
in a transfer of entire data from said sending computer's clipboard to said remote 
computer's clipboard via said messaging system (see col.9, line 67-col.10, line 2: "get 
function"). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 4, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Harple, Jr. et al. (US 5,724,508 A) in view of Aldred et al. (US 5,652,866 A). 

As per claim 3, which depends on claim 1 , Harple, Jr. further teaches wherein 
said means for importing comprises: means for displaying in a message entry box a first 
system message indicating that said entire data is imported that said entire data is 
imported from said sending computer's clipboard into said messaging system, said 
message being displayed in said entry box immediately after a standard paste 
command is applied (see claim 2 rejection above). 

Harple, Jr. does not explicitly teach a first system message indicating a transfer 
command. 

Aldred teaches a first system message indicating a transfer command (see 
col.34, lines 30-35). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Harple, Jr. in view of Aldred by 
implementing a first system message indicating a transfer command. One would be 
motivated to do so because such implementation allows a user to "elect" (see col. 5, 
lines 58-59) by a simple click of a mouse (see col. 5, lines 10-11), which gives a user a 
simple means of double-checking. 
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As per claim 4, which depends on claim 3, further teaches wherein said transfer 
command is any of a sending user selectable command, a single click on a virtual 
button, and a press on a keyboard key (see col.5, lines 8-12 & lines 58-59). 

As per claim 9, teaches a method for populating a remote computer's clipboard 
via a network based messaging system, said messaging system comprising a graphic 
user interface (see col.2, lines 42-43: "user interface module" and col.5, lines 12-13: 
"GUI") and a number of computers which are communicatively connected via the 
network (see Fig.2 and col. 10, lines 13-14: "three workstations"), said interface 
comprising a message entry box where a user enters messages (see col.5, lines 52-63: 
"chat tool"), a sending user selectable command (see abstract: "library of collaboration 
commands"), and a communication screen where messages sent by each user are 
displayed (see col.5, lines 19-33: "Text tool 34b provides a real time method for sending 
messages to members in a conference session"), said method comprising the steps of: 

a sending user copying a selected fragment of document, which results in a 
sending computer's clipboard being populated (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and 
paste operation"); 

clicking said entry box (implicit: see col.5, lines 8-11: "clicking a mouse on the 

icon"); 

applying a standard paste command (see col.5, lines 31-33: via a copy and paste 
operation"), which results in a first system message being displayed in said entry box, 
said first system message indicating that the entire data in said sending computer's 
clipboard is transferred into said messaging system (see col.5, lines 29-31 & lines 55- 
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57: The first message is the actual message or clipboard itself being displayed in the 
message entry box); 

selecting said sending user selectable command, which results in a transfer of 
entire data from said sending computer's clipboard to said remote computer via said 
messaging system (see col.5, lines 55-63: "allows users to post messages... user can 
elect... integrates the clipboard function") and, at the same time, a second system 
message being displayed in said communication screen, said second system message 
comprising a receiving user selectable command (see col.8. lines 59-60: "open 
function"); and 

a receiving user selecting said receiving user selectable command, which results 
in said remote computer's clipboard be populated with said entire data (see col. 9, line 
67-col.lO, line 2: "get function"). 

Harple, Jr. does not explicitly teach of a first system message indicating a 
selection of a sending user selectable command. 

Aldred teaches of a first system message indicating a selection of a sending user 
selectable command (see col.34, lines 30-35). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Harple, Jr. in view of Aldred by 
implementing a first system message indicating a selection of a sending user selectable 
command. One would be motivated to do so because such implementation allows a 
user to "elect " (see col.5, lines 58-59) by a simple click of a mouse (see col.5, lines 10- 
11), which gives a user a simple means of double-checking. 



I 
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Conclusion 

8. For the reasons above claim 1-10 have been rejected and remain pending. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Y. Won whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3993. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th: 7AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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